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The Song dynasty started from 960 to 1279. In this period, China's economy soared
and became the world's most advanced economy, with science, technology,
philosophy and mathematics flourishing/prospering/booming/thriving. During the
time of the Song dynasty, China is the world's first country to issue/release paper
money. The Song dynasty first used gunpowder and invented movable-type printing.
The population of Song dynasty grew rapidly and more and more people lived in
cities, where there were lively/hilarious places of entertainment. The social life was
various. People gathered to watch and trade precious artworks. At that time, the
government system of Song dynasty was also advanced. Government officials were

selected and appointed after passing competitive exams.
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The Tang dynasty, from 618 to 907, is the most glorious period in Chinese history.
Having experienced 300 years’ development, China of Tang dynasty became the
world's most prosperous country, the capital of which, Chang’ an, was the biggest
city in the world. In this period, the economy became developed, trade prospered
with stable social order and open border. As urbanized wealth increased, art and
literature also flourished. Li Bai and Du Fu was known for their simple and natural
poems. Their poems have touched the heart of scholars and ordinary people, and
even today, many of their poems are still widely read and recited by children and

adults.
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The Ming dynasty, described as one of the greatest ages with ordered governance
and stable society, ruled/governed China for 276 years. In this period, the
development of handicraft industry promoted market economy and urbanization.
Quantities of goods, including alcohol and silk, were sold on the market. At the same
time, lots of foreign goods, such as clock and tobacco, were imported. Beijing,
Nanjing, Yangzhou and Suzhou became large commercial centers successively. It was
also in the Ming dynasty that the fleet, led by Zheng He, conducted seven major
expeditions into the Indian ocean. It is also worth mentioning that three of the Four

Great Classical Novels of Chinese literature were written in the Ming Dynasty.
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