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Moving up the ladder A& ibE

Vocabulary: Social mobility id/: # £z

What did you want to be when you were growing _ —
up? A teacher? A doctor? An astronaut? What do e “"’.? d
you need to do to achieve your dream job? : i A

Perhaps you think that studying well and then
going on to work hard will get you the career
you want. We are constantly taught that our
hard work will eventually pay off.

But a government survey has shown that hard work is not the only thing that
will help you to move up the ladder. Two thirds of people believe that who
you know matters more than what you know when it comes to social
mobility. So are the connections that you have more important than your
education?

Seventy six per cent of people in the survey believed that family background
is important in influencing your chances of success. They believe that if you
are privileged from birth, you are more likely to have a successful career,
especially if your family is wealthy. Are some people just handed life on a
plate?

Even if you don't have a privileged background, the people you know can still
make a difference to your career. Networking is a skill which is encouraged
by many careers advisers. Some companies run networking workshops to
try and encourage staff to meet other people, to communicate and build
relationships. It's a valuable skill.

But the survey also revealed something quite interesting. Although most
people believed that networks are more important than education, many
people put their own career success down to talent, rather than background.
41% of people said that their parents' income had influenced their life, but at
the same time, another 41% believed that they had engineered their own
success.

So which is the more important, what you know or who you know? It seems
that by working hard and making lots of connections, the answer may be that
both are very important.
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What phrase means 'to improve your social status'?

What adjective means 'having an advantage'?

Is this statement true or false? Three quarters of people believe that family background
influences your success in life.

What do some careers advisers encourage people to do?

What percentage of people feel that they are responsible for their own success?

Exercise %]
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1. Being a pop star would be my job. I would absolutely love it!
\ nightmare dream fun great

2. Alice knows everyone in this building. She's got really good

backgrounds networks connections advisers

3. In my opinion, hard work will help you move up the social

climber scale network ladder

4. Your paintings are fantastic. You obviously have a lot of

| talent income wealth status
5. How much do you earn a year? What is your annual ?
Incoming outgoing income outcome
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What phrase means 'to improve your social status'? To move up the ladder.

What adjective means 'having an advantage'? Privileged.

Is this statement true or false? Three quarters of people believe that family background
influences your success in life. True.

What do some careers advisers encourage people to do? To network.

What percentage of people feel that they are responsible for their own success? 41%o.
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Exercise %4

Being a pop star would be my dream job. I would absolutely love it!
Alice knows everyone in this building. She's got really good connections.
In my opinion, hard work will help you move up the social ladder.

Your paintings are fantastic. You obviously have a lot of talent.

How much do you earn a year? What is your annual income?
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dream job AR TR
pay off 733 [31
to move up the ladder M)
social mobility FEE BN
connections KA
family background FREY 5
influencing Al
privileged LRI, SEIBM
wealthy AN
on a plate I RS
networking PR
careers advisers ol R
workshops fff I Bt
to communicate B
relationships KR
networks E AL
talent A4, HET
income 1N
engineered s P
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