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Art or vandalism? R AYHKIZAR?

Vocabulary: law and the courts 7/ : Z# 575k

Is it art or vandalism? Britain is divided by
graffiti. Recently, a British judge was so
impressed by one graffiti gang, called SMT, he
said in court that they should be proud of their
work.

He still sent them to prison though.

Under the law, graffiti is criminal damage, and
the maximum sentence is ten years in prison, so
the gang got off lightly. One member got nine
months, one six months and one, who was under 18, got six months in a youth
detention centre.

The prosecuting barrister said that they had caused £150,000 worth of damage to the
railways. He said "It's not simply tagging with marker pens. The scale we are talking
about is the entire carriage being daubed.”

In contrast, the judge said the gang were talented artists, he didn't want to give them a
custodial sentence, and would be as lenient as he could. After looking at photographs
of their graffiti, he called it a portfolio to be proud of.

It's difficult to speak about graffiti, without making it clear whether you like it or hate it.
The prosecuting barrister talked about vandalism and damage to property. He used the
word ‘daub’, which means to apply colour without any skill or artistry.

Meanwhile the judge's words all show he sees their graffiti as art — a portfolio is a
professional artist's collection of work, and the judge repeatedly used the word talent and
talented.

Local councils in Britain spend a lot of money every year removing spray-painting,
because many people complain it makes an area feel unsafe and run-down. However,
research in 2008 showed that people were willing to tolerate some graffiti. They were
more likely to report it as vandalism if they saw it as 'low quality' or offensive.

But the research also showed that even when graffiti was accepted and valued as
community art, it was often sprayed over by another graffiti writer in time, and people
then saw that as vandalism.
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According to the article, do all British people feel the same about graffiti?

What is the maximum sentence for graffiti?

Who described the gang's graffiti as daubing not art?

Is the following statement true, false or not given? People are more likely to report
graffiti if it is offensive.

Which word, used in the article, means an artist's collection of work, used to show their
talent?
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1. |1 had the wrong ticket, but I got lightly. The ticket inspector just told me off and |

didn't have to pay a fine.

on off of in
2. The judge sent her prison for stealing money from her company.
to in for into

3. | think he should have had a much harsher punishment. The court was too

lenient gentle sensitive easy

4. They should paint the outside of the building. It looks really uncared for and

| ran down running down runs down run-down
5. Kids smashed the windows last night. There's a lot of that sort of at the moment.
vandalism run-down offensive tagging
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Quiz /MUK

1. According to the article, do all British people feel the same about graffiti? No. Some see

it as art and some as criminal damage or vandalism.

What is the maximum sentence for graffiti? 10 years in prison.

Who described the gang's graffiti as daubing not art? The prosecuting barrister.

Is the following statement true, false or not given? People are more likely to report

graffiti if it is offensive. This is true.

5. Which word, used in the article, means an artist's collection of work, used to show their
talent? Portfolio.
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1. |1 had the wrong ticket, but I got off lightly. The ticket inspector just told me off and I didn't
have to pay a fine.

2. The judge sent her to prison for stealing money from her company.
3. | think he should have had a much harsher punishment. The court was too lenient.
4. They should paint the outside of the building. It looks really uncared for and run-down.

5. Kids smashed the windows last night. There's a lot of that sort of vandalism at the moment.
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vandalism WA AT A
graffiti s

judge L

gang EEE> Hlfk
sent them to prison EARAIATR
criminal damage e
maximum sentence B A

got off lightly (B M| R
got nine months BALA A HIGET]
youth detention centre D AEHh B i
prosecuting barrister VR
tagging PREE
carriage M

daubed (MR Wk
custodial sentence He 2R
lenient TR
portfolio ((FLE S
artistry EARET

local councils
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spray-painting
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run-down

A
report 4=
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