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Vocabulary: misfortune 77> 13

Do you know the open-air art gallery in
London's Blackall Street? Not many Londoners
know it either, but Henri does and he is
willing to show it to you.

Henri used to sleep rough until he met a
charity that helps homeless people get back
on their feet by becoming tour guides.

Rather than show traditional London sights,
'Unseen Tours' take people off the beaten
track. Henri has been teaching tourists about
the history and architecture of Shoreditch,
where he slept on public benches for three years.

When he felt isolated, contact with the volunteer network ‘The Sock Mob' gave Henri
hope. "Not everyone just looked down on me," he said.

The tours aren't the only initiative to help those who have suffered a reversal of fortune
to stand tall again.

An innovative college for homeless people in London, the first of its kind in the country,
is attracting hundreds of students. The Recovery College, set up by St Mungo's charity, is
providing courses designed to improve technical skills and life skills.

According to Andy Williams, who helps to organise the college, the most popular courses
have proved to be about raising self-confidence and developing self-esteem.

Steve, now in his 50s, told BBC reporter Sean Coughlan how much of a difference it
makes to "have a bit of confidence". He had dyslexia and drifted out of school when he
was 12. Because Steve's problem was not recognised at the time he was "seen as an
illiterate", and suffered with depression and alcohol abuse.

He says the status of "student" is itself important for people who are used to being
treated as outcasts.

Some charities aim not only to empower the homeless but also to make them popular.
The Homeless World Cup started ten years ago. Today the tournament draws teams
from 48 countries made up of players - men and women - who are, or have been, living
in the streets. It gives them a chance to become heroes on the pitch.
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Quiz WK
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What kind of places does Henri take tourists to visit?

What sort of skills do homeless people develop at the Recovery College?
Is the following true, false or not given in the article? Steve is illiterate.

What expression is used to indicate that someone’s life has taken a turn for the worse?

o bk wDdPE

Which words indicate that someone has been excluded from society?

Exercise 4]
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1. John has been struggling to get back on his after his beloved wife died.

hands legs feet shoulders

2. Mary has got a good mark on her exams. It will certainly boost her self-

esteem stream steam scream

3. Bars and restaurants near the Eiffel Tower are always crowded. Come with me. | will show

you a good place off the beaten where we could eat a tasty meal.
market park square track
4. Cyclist Lance Armstrong may become after his confession to using performance-

enhancing drugs during his career.

a recast a cast an outcast a broadcast

5. Many people worked as during the Olympic Games in London. Their only reward
was to be part of such a big event.

volunteers outcasts homeless teachers
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Answers and Glossary &£ 5T

Quiz /M5

1.

What kind of places does Henri take tourists to visit? Places people don't usually go
to, off the beaten track.

What sort of skills do homeless people develop at the Recovery College? Technical
skills and life skills.

Is the following true, false or not given in the article? Steve is illiterate. False. Steve
has dyslexia, so people mistakenly thought that he was illiterate.

What expression is used to indicate that someone’s life has taken a turn for the worse?

A reversal of fortune.

. Which words indicate that someone has been excluded from society? Isolated and

outcast.

Exercise %>]

John has been struggling to get back on his feet after his beloved wife died.
Mary has got a good mark on her exams. It will certainly boost her self-esteem.
Bars and restaurants near the Eiffel Tower are always crowded. Come with me. | will

show you a good place off the beaten track where we could eat a tasty meal.

4. Cyclist Lance Armstrong may become an outcast after his confession to using
performance-enhancing drugs during his career.
5. Many people worked as volunteers during the Olympic Games in London. Their only
reward was to be part of such a big event.
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Glossary WLE

to sleep rough B (R
homeless T AT H
to get back on (their) feet EFRIERLR
a tour guide —%3F

off the beaten track

NZER RBEIE# N

isolated

POLTAR M

a volunteer

to look down on (someone)

M. B (RN

a reversal of fortune BRI

to stand tall HEFD

technical skills HARH R

life skills AEVERRE

self-confidence EEEEN

self-esteem H#

dyslexia ) B2 A

to drift out (HTSMRD BB, BE
depression FPHRRE

alcohol abuse (LR

an outcast

FEXAHIIN, BBFHIAN

to empower

#Eh, HTRENBEERRS
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