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Britain has found itself swimming
against the tide in the last few days,
after a European Union make-or-
break summit to save the euro.

The British PM David Cameron vetoed
treaty changes for the 27-member bloc
aimed at forging a tax and budget
consensus to tackle the eurozone
debt crisis.

Is he a symbol of the British spirit?

Mr Cameron argued he had to protect

Britain's financial services industry

from further taxation and was praised by eurosceptic politicians in his
Conservative Party who had urged him to show the "bulldog spirit". The
bulldog has become an unofficial symbol of the British spirit of independence
and defiance.

But many in Britain believe that the decision to go it alone has put the
bulldog in the doghouse. Opposition leader Ed Milliband fears the country
could be left out of the loop in future decisions taken by the continental
group. And the Liberal Democrat Nick Clegg, Cameron's partner in a coalition
government, has acknowledged that there is "a real danger that over time the
UK will be marginalised within the EU".

Business leaders are also concerned about a perception that their country
could become isolated in Europe. lan Rodgers, director of the trade body UK
Steel, says the domestic metals industry is dominated by foreign firms, which
would make their investments in Britain on the basis that it was a key part of
the European community.

Across the English Channel, the British stance caused some irritation.
According to the European Commissions' president Jose Manuel Barroso, "the
UK's position on financial regulation represented a "risk to the integrity of the
single market".
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Is this statement true, false or not given? The EU summit has managed to
save the euro.

. Who was happy with Cameron's veto, according to the article?

. What does the bulldog symbolise?

. Who wasn't happy with the "bulldog spirit" shown by Cameron?

Look at the article. What expression highlights the critical importance of the
EU meeting?
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1. John didn't know his sister was moving to Australia. He was annoyed
because the family kept him out of the

tide loop doghouse single
market
2. The European market is the largest such market in the world with

almost 500 million residents.

singles’ married double single

3. During a recession people avoid spending money but there are always

those who decide to against the tide and splash the cash.
run jump swim
fish

4. It took many anti-smoking campaigns for doctors to change people's
that cigarettes are harmless to health.

\perception stance integrity prejudice \
5. Mary did well in her exams. She was by her teachers.
\ vetoed urged praised isolated \
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Quiz MUK

1.

Is this statement true, false or not given? The EU summit has managed to save the euro.
It is not given. The impact of the discussions over the euro hasn't been mentioned.

2. Who was happy with Cameron's veto, according to the article? Eurosceptic paliticians in his
party.

3. What does the bulldog symbolise? The British independent and fighting spirit.

4. Who wasn't happy with the "bulldog spirit" shown by Cameron? Politicians Ed Milliband and
Nick Clegq fear Britain might be excluded from decision-making in the EU and business
leaders are concerned that the country might be seen as isolated in Europe. The EC
president expressed concern about the future of the single market.

5. Look at the article. What expression highlights the critical importance of the EU meeting? A

make-or-break summit.

Exercise .3

1.

2.

3.

4.

John didn't know his sister was moving to Australia. He was annoyed because the family
kept him out of the loop.

The European single market is the largest such market in the world with almost 500 million
residents.

During a recession people avoid spending money but there are always those who decide to
swim against the tide and splash the cash.

It took many anti-smoking campaigns for doctors to change people's perception that

cigarettes are harmless to health.

5. Mary did well in her exams. She was praised by her teachers.

Glossary HJL3F®
to swim against the tide Wi 47

a make-or-break summit ¥ B 7 g2

the euro KkJG

to veto HHk, XF

a bloc — MM

a consensus JLif

to tackle something fi#¥eft 4 i) &t

the eurozone debt crisis FXIGX {4 1Ml

the financial services industry &gtk 45 7\

a eurosceptic SO BRI AL

the bulldog spirit %} 45

to go it alone ¥T

in the doghouse #4T A% &

to be left out of the loop #HERE4h

the continental group XM ARG &

to be marginalised 255, Ak

the perception Fik, M

to be isolated AL

a stance /.37, &

irritation %%

integrity 41k

the single market W f.—158 M
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